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k 4 RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES
OF THE.

Town of Kensington,
For the year ending March,
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mount of money raised and received by the Selectmen,
for the year 1853.
Raised in State, County, Town, School and School house
taxes,

$1613,06

Le
in Non-resident taxes,
Received of Stephen W. Dearborn, Railroad money,
of
do
(on
Che
Soldiers
do.

“

of State Treasurer, Literary fund,
of County, on account of Jonathan Tibbets and
Jesse Roberts,
of Cyrus D. Wadleigh, Collector of taxes for

“

of Nathan Dow, Town Treasurer for 1851,

53,00

44
ts

of The Selectmen for 1851,
of Green Perkins, for old fencing stuff,

14,40
1,50

ec

of Joseph Poor foruse of Town-house,
of Francis Hilliard, Collector for 1851,

8,06
15,03

"

of for sale of Mrs, Martha Rowe’s goods,

17,20

se

:

154,62
8,15
6,00

"1848-49-50,

» 26,23

72,59

12,00

$2001,78
For

Expenditures.

Paid State tax in full,

“

$181,30

County tax in full,

287,70

Schooling.
Paid Amos T. Rowe, Prudential Committee, Dist. No. 1,
“

*

, a
YY

él,

Geo. E. Dearborn,

do

do

Superintend’g School Committee,

Dist. No. 2,

for examining

Teacher and visiting school,

County Comm’r

916,28
211,24
10,00

for Teachers’ Institute,

9,32

NEW HAMPSHIRE

es

Be

$446.84

.

z

Contingent

Expenses.

Pasd Sam’l P. Tucke for School books,

2,25

Nath’1 Gilman and others their non-resident highway

;

“

taxes for the year 1852,

¢

oo Hall & Clarke for printing Town Accounts and
a
’ts School Comm’es report for 1852,
oe
Wadleigh, Stationery and postage,

«
«

Pettis Grant, blank books, &c.
John Sullivan for advice in case of Jacob French,

«“

Stephen Green for making taxes,
do
do for Collect’s taxes,

‘“ Tra E. Brown, services as Constable,
BO
do
for serving 21 notices, fees and travel,
“ John P. Lamprey for servi’s in enrolling the soldiers,
“ §. P. Tucke for services as constable in 1851,
“ Mrs. Ramsdell for washing town-house,
“ Lewis E. Gove, services as constable,
«“ Cyrus D. Wadleigh for enrolling soldiers,
‘ J.T. Blake postage and candles,
« K. L. Blake as services for Town Clerk,
«“
do
for stationery,
As
do
for postage,
s“
do
for recording births,
sf
do
for
do ~ deaths,
5
do
for
do
marriages,
&

‘
i
ae
a
“
“
‘“¢
a
“
2
he

do

for returning births, deaths and marriages,

do
for posting warrants and drawin jurors,
do
for servi’s & travel in notifying Selectmen,
do
for
do
do
do —_ jurors,
do
for recording Inventory,
Geo. C. Peavey for fee on petition of Jona. Palmer
and others for a highway, in the year 1846,
Wm. Nudd for admin’g oath to Selectmen in 1851 &’52,
for services as Moderator in 1851,
do
as Constable in 1852,
Joseph Poor for care of Town-house,
do
do

do for repairs of
do
do for one half cord wood and sawing,

“©

Newell Dow for cash paid M. B. Loring for cutting

*t
3

do
do for making provision for Jacob French,
W. Hf. Wadleigh for Mrs. Martha Rowe’s goods to

wood on town land,
“the town-house

“
ay

os
we?

10,87

ou

te
,50
6
1,00

12,00
14,50
3,00
8,00
1,50
4,00
1,50
3,00
1,50
65
8,00
»26
936
136
12
42
670

2,00
3,78
2,35
5,00

6,00
1,19
3,00
5,00
es
1,51
1,75
50

2,00
50

do do for going to Exeter to settle for County paupers, ,75
do
do for going to Exeter in case of Mrs.
Martha Rowe
75
do
do for going to Exeter in case of Jacob French
50
do
do for notifying Thomas C. Shaw and Geo.
Ii. Dearborn to notify the land owners on petition of Jeremy Batchelder ~
and Geo. E. Dearborn

i.

”
&

3
Paid W. H. Wadleigh for copying town accounts and going to
Exeter to get them printed

do
do

do
do

1,25

for time spent in case of Jacob French
for his services as town treasurer

Charles A. Hilliard for going for a surveyor
Joseph Brown for 8 days work on the pound
Ira Blake for 2 days in survey’g for widening & straightening highways on petiti’ns of Jeremy Batchelder and
others, and Geo. E. Dearborn and others, and making
of the same, and contents of survey
Insley Page for services as constable for 1852
Joseph Brown for time spent in case of Jacob French
Jeremiah F. Blake for enrolling soldiers
John Blaisdell for repairing burying ground fence
S. P. Tucke for services as moderator in 1852

75
5,00

550
8,00

5,00

5,00
75
1,50
s75
10,00

$158,51
Expenses

of the Poor.

Paid John T. Blake for goods delivered Jonathan

Tebbetts’

from Feb. 23, to Feb 9, 18538,

do.
do,

$35,42

John T. Blake for goods delivered Mrs Rowe from
April 1st, 1852 to April 1st, 1853,

78,00

Page from March 15, 1852, to March 15, 1853,

91,00

John i Blak e for clothing furnished Jesse Roberts and
goods delivered to E. Ramsdell for Jesse Roberts
39,79
John T. Blake, goods delivered Jacob French
14,41
Zacheus Roberts for boarding and clothing Betsey
Nath’l Eastman for boarding and clothing Joseph
Sanborn from March 15, 1852 to March 15,1853

22,00

Geo. Hardy for boarding Jacob French six weeks
Geo. Hardy for making two shirts for J. French
Betsey Martin for boarding and nursing Mrs. Rowe

10,50
05

from March 16, to Oct. 5, inclusive
John Page for coffin for Martha Rowe,

64,76
2,50

ye
“ for funeral expenses of Martha Rowe,
Betsey Gove for boarding Sylvester German from
March 17, 1852, to April 10, 1853,

4,50

»

46,00

Dr. J. Williams for medical attendance upon the
family of Jon. Tibbett’s from March 15, 1852, to

Jan. 19, 1853,

6,00

Rowe,

1,00

Dr. J. Brown for medical attendance upon Mrs Martha
Nathan B. Tilton for rent of house and garden spot
from April 1st, 1852, to April 1st, 1853,

Michael Gove for three and one half cords wood
delivered Cath. B. Brown,

Geo. E. Dearborn for one cord of wood delivered
Cath. B. Brown,
~
Geo. E. Dearborn for wood for Mrs Rowe
Newell Dow on account of Jesse Roberts

.

*$0,00

12,25

4,00
18,00
9,31

$489,94

4

Highways

and Bridges.

Paid T. H. Kimball for twelve hundred and thirty four feet
of bridge timber,
$13,57
do. Maurice Kimball for fourteen hundred and ninetyseven feet of bridge timber,
16,46
do. T. H. Kimball for fifteen and half days work on bridges, 15,50
do. Dearborn T. Blake for travel and measuring bridge
timber,

do.
do.

James Fuller for labor on highway,
Nathan Dow for breaking roads in the winters of

do.
do.

Oliver Clifford for one day’s work on a bridge,

1851 & 52,

Geo. E. Dearborn for notifying land owners

on the

petition of Geo. E. Dearborn and- others,

do.

Thomas C. Shaw for notifiying land owners on the
petition of Jere. Batchelder and others,

75

2,50

7,95
567
4,68

4,28

$66,36
Burying

Ground,

Paid John Stackpole for fourteen days labor on burying
ground fence,

do.

William Rowe for four and one half days work on

do.

Joseph Hilliard for boarding John Stackpole & Son,

burying ground fence,

twenty days,
Joseph Hilliard for three meals for N. Dow,
Jere. Poor for six hundred and twenty six feet of
boards for fence,

William H. Wadleigh for 3 locust posts,
fs
“4
for 5 Ibs spikes,
+
“for 8 days work on burying
ground fence and trimming trees one day, —
William H. Wadleigh for 23 white oak posts,
Newell Dow for 4 days work on said fence,
2
for repairing rock tools,
Charles Stackpole for 13 days work on said fence,
Joseph Poor for sharpening drills and use of oxen,
George Patten for drills,

Mr. Wiggin for drills,
Joseph Brown for 7 days work on said fence,
66
George Page for 3
+
«
*

' $17,50
4,50

6,75
,38
6,26

,60
be acere4
4,00
3,00
4,00
1,00
13,00
67
438

WA Al
7,00
3,00
$7 7,04

5
Selectmen’s

Bills.

Paid Selectmen for appraising woodland,
$6,00
do.
=
for their services the year past,
27,00
for taking inventory and expenses in the same, 18,00
he
. do.
”
for correcting two check lists,
do.
3,00
for making assessments,
for 3 days in widening highways,
expended with the auditors,

do.
ss
do.
*
aE

6,00

9,00
3,00

$72,00
Abatements.
Paid, re William Nudd, for a horse that died,
do.
o. Jeremiah Tilton, for a cow that died,
do.
ae:“Nathan B. Tilton, overrated and abated,
do.

do.

500
15
o4

Nathaniel Tucke, poll tax,

do.
do.

do.
do.

do...

do.» John L. Lamprey,

1,65

Charles W. Brown, poll tax,
Dorothy Brown, tax for 1852,

1,65
45
11,80

$16,74
Remains in the hands of Collector for 1852,
Whole amount of money raised and received,

57,27
—

$2,001,78

4Vhole amount paid out,

1,793,38

Paid of debts against
150,00
Remains in Tr easurer’s hands for 1852,
"73
in the hands of Ira E. Brown, Collector for 1847,
2,65
“
<i
of C. D. Wadleigh, do. for ’48,’49,50, 38,81
te

us

of Francis Hilliard,

do.

for 1851,

:

45,09

The town Dr. to cash paid by Wm. Woodman for the support
of a child of A. A. German,

83,91

Estimated debts against the town,

|

356,79

WILLIAM H. WADLEIGH, ) Selectmen...
NEWELL

JOSEPH

+

ay

|

DOW,

BROWN,

~)

>

of

Kensington,

Kensington, March 3, 1853:

We, the undersioned, haye examined the foresoing accounts, and
find them rightly cast and properly vouched, and do approve the same.
JONATHAN PALMER, } , 3:

STEPHEN GREEN
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ANNUAL

REPORT

OF THE
Superintending School
FOR

TOWN
For

OF
the year

Committee,

THE

KENSINGTON;
ending

March 8, 1853.

The dear people of our good old town, at its last. Annual meeting, from
a multiplicity of new developments, Revised Statutes, &c., saw proper to adopt the law constituting the Superintending ‘School Committee,to consist of one person. However agreeable, or otherwise,this provision of the Statute becomes to the honored individual, it is in strict

accordance with the book. We believe it a wise and judicious provision, and think it has many merits and advantages to favor the continuance of its adoption in our own, and all other similar situated
country towns, extending over about the same territory, nor more
densely populated—it gives the curses and coppers to one and one
only—two of its many evident merits—the former a desideratum, and
the latter certainly not to be sneered at—the two differ considerably
in themselves, that is, for all practical purposes—yet without doubt
each would be fully appreciated in the right quarter, and will be
equally pleasant and satisfactory as well to the recipient of the real,
tangible, unmistakable dust, though a small heap, as to the bestower
of the mythical-abstract-intangible-esthetic effusions on the other.
Likewise in these high-pressure times, the latter also affords a sort of
patent announcing safety-valve, serving to give escape to much superfluous pas-growling & empty speech—usually “ perfectly harmless”
in themselves. However defenceless may be the habit, and much the
example

is deprecated, we consider this on

the whole, rather as a

happy provision in the human economy; why certainly otherwise in
these manifest destiny, high pressure times, some perhaps of not our
most estimable citizens, might burst up and_ go off into very thin air
entirely. The state of our schools throughout the town, for the past
year has been prosperous and steadily progressive. Notwithstanding

7
we have never been backward or deficient in our interest for the
welfare of our common schools, we see there is a new

and fresh in-

terest apparent in all matters tending to raise the standard of a common school education. This fact is very plainly evident in the cireumstance of the liberal manner in which both Districts are ready
to, and do,tax themselves above the requirements of the law, a tax of no
inconsiderable amount, and which, is expended in various purposes
and objects connected with their conveniences and prosperity; and
also the advancement of the age, both as regards outside necessary appendages for the most sacred purposes of our nature, as well as inside modern appliances, such as outline maps, quarto dictionaries,
diagrams, globes, black-boards, &c., and money to be expended in
extending the schools.
But upward and onward are now the
watchwords and order of the day. This spirit ofimprovement should be
fostered, & encouraged ; make the inside of our school houses pleasant
and attractive, this certainly has its good effect on the taste, spirit,
and manners of the pupils, and every other latent emotion and principle which mere words cannot always reach. Why need the structures, where

the young ought and are expected to be initiated in
those virtues which make life beautiful, in so many instances, be divorced from good taste and almost totally devoid of comfort ; cer- tainly it costs no less in a course of years; then why should such a
state of things be tolerated. With the teacher it is much easier to
enforce habits of neatness, promptness, and good order generally,
among those objects whose taste and value make them worthy of care,
than amid that parsimony and niggardly meanness, either as regards
inside or outside conveniences, which im themselves operate as a
temptation to waste and destroy. Each District may assure itself that
it will hazard nothing by this experiment—venture it, try it first
by extending the “limits of the yard,”—land is plenty and may be
had; then by extending the length of each school room at least, fifteen feet, wholly re-organize and re-model the interior arrangement
of each, which is already behind the age, or else dispense entirely
with winter schools in these houses.

DISTRICT
The summer

No. 1.

school in this District, was under

the instruction of

Miss Priscilla Hilliard, for a term of sixteen weeks, commencing May
8d, and ending Sept. 4th. It appears by her school Register, that the
whole number of scholars above 4 years of age, attending school at
least two

weeks, was 56;

number under 16 years of age, 59; over

8
16 years of age; one, average attendance in school, 41.5. “ The
teacher is required to keep this Register in all particulars, and to
fill all blanks.”
In this instance, of the twenty-one particulars,
eight only are complied with. This remissness, on the part of most
of our teachers, is much to be regretted. These answers and returns are wanted at head-quarters, for the purpose of making up the
School Statistics of the State-—are demanded because they are important to be known—they are wanted for home consumption.—
How are we to be informed of the true condition of our schools, but
by information derived from good teachers.
DISTRICT No, 2.
The summer term of this school, under the management of
Miss, Clara P.. French, of Stratham, gives a return of the
whole number of scholars above 4 years of age, attending school
two weeks, as 73; number of scholars above 16 years of age, 2;
number of children in the District not attending school any where,

4 ;

average attendance in school, 41; length of school, 20 weeks. .At repeated visits to this school, at both houses, your committee found
good order and discipline—promptness, and regularity generally
throughout the recitations and affairs of the school-room; and we
were happy to see manifested at the close of this school, a very commendable degree of proficiency in the various branches attended.
We think the teacher’s reputation as a worthy, apt, and profitable
instructre:s, to be well deserved. Her register, is more full and. complete than that of any other teacher.The “ general remarks” of this
teacher, which is one item required to be filled, (probably when the

teacher is capable of so doing,) at the close of the school, from their
justice and appropriateness, we feel at liberty to quote; she says, ‘1
am happy to say the school has been pleasant, the pupils generally
manifesting a disposition to obey the rules of the school, without my
resorting to severe modes of punishment, except in a few instances,—
and as I am a friend to peace, I would most gladly banish. the rod
from the school-room ; yet, Iam too strong a friend .to good order, to
abandon it entirely, as cases sometimes do arise, when it will prove effectual where nothing else will avail.” All teachers, to govern successfully, need the sympathy and co-operation of parents and eyery
other friend of their species ;unless there be government in school,
the school cannot be very profitable.

DISTRICT

9
No. 2.

The winter term of this school, commenced

November 29th, under

the teachings of Mr. C. Porter Stevens, and continued 9 weeks. Under his care and able instructions, the juveniles,and those of larger
growth, truly went ahead with rapid and extended strides up the hill
of science ; but the arduous duties of the school-room, together with
the precarious state of the teacher’s health, precluded the possibility of
his continuing the school to the termination of its session ; this interruption was regretted, as teacher and scholars had become mutually
and highly interested in the pursuit of knowledge under difficulties;
every thing was harmonious, and going on with clock-work precision and harmony. The whole number attending Mr. Stevens’ term,
was 60; number between 4, and 16 years of age, 55; above 16
years of age, 5; average attendance, 45. He was immediately succeeded by Mr. John P. French, of Kingston, under whose judicious
care and instruction the school still continues. As the session of this
school.is not yet closed, we are not able to complete

our returns, nor

make up so full a report, as we might otherwise do. We gather from
what appears on the record of the second term of this school, that
there have been in attendance, 50 scholars ; average attendance, 40 ;
probable length of school, 20 weeks.
District No. 1. The winter school began Nov. 15th, and yet contin_ues.

Mr. 8. Parsons Tucke,

the teacher,

and a native-born

citi”

zen of the District, was, through “ gracious indulgence, &c,” permitted to take charge of this school. Although somewhat of a veter_an in this occupation, he is “by estimation,” quite verdant in very
many respects, and antiquated ; well, granted! but what are you
going to do about it? Being avery modest man himself—we will
not undertake to conjecture ; but will proceed very briefly, and without expatiating largely upon his merits or demerits,be they few or many,
to quote the language of the Commissioner, Mr. Hoitt :—‘ I was
pleased with the school under the charge of Mr. Tucke; the pupils
manifested a promptness and thoroughness which I have rarely seen.”
Now this may be considered as faint praise: but the teacher, we
understand, receives it as complimentary. The Committee is gratified
to hear it, and he desires, and will endeavor, to the best of his abilities,

to make it, at least satisfactory to his patrons of the District, and the
rest of mankind. Or if they are at all sceptical, and will take the
trouble to visit the school, he feels well assured, he shall be able to

remove every shadow of a doubt.
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The

whole

number

of pupils

in attendance,

is

52;

number

above 16 years of age, 41 ; number of children between 4 and 14
years of age, not attending school any where, 8; length of school,
about

17 weeks ; estimated

school yet continues.

average

number

of scholars, 40;

the

Through the liberality and munificence of the

citizens of this District, a good black-board, and a series of outline

maps, were voted to the school, which were promptly furnished and
paid for. Of them we are justly proud, and the school is fully enjoying
its numerous advantages. We consider the necessity of more ample accommodations for the better location of black-boards, than this
school now enjoys, of paramount importance ; and without doubt too,
a series of outline maps, or Monk’s large map, would, in the hands of

an enthusiastic teacher, prove a valuable auxiliary in training the

young idea.

In occupying a line on this subject, which we deem well

worthy your particular consideration ; we would not be ihisapprehended on this point, or attempt to convey the impression that these
little conveniences and appendages of the school-room, will, in themselves, create happy and agreeable temperaments, or common sense,
either in pupils, teacher, or parents; but we do believe they serve
as a means of bringing out and developing the latent good of the better elements of the human mind, if, miraculously, in some cases, they

should exist.
The maps are of importance, and will be useful, even if only suspended on the walls of the school-room.
The black-board, particularly, where the accommodations of the room are such, that it may be
extended in front of a school, is of very great usefulness; we consider it even of incalculable advantage ; in teaching Arithmetic, it is
indipensable. Not only one may be learning to solve a sum, but this
pupil, and every one in the room, may receive instruction at the same

time, concerning

the proper formation of letters and figures, correct

spelling, the use of capitals, abreviations, punctuation, &c.;

indeed,

its advantages are altogether too “ numerous to particularize.” Committees make up reports :—the poor Master generally has to “ take
it.” We consider the Committee themselves, may have much to do
either as regards their property, or their condition, sometimes, which

is worse than total failure, and propably, if the reverse of this could
sometimes take place, we should not see the perfection of the old
ones so much

enlarged, and

the

master

doubtful blessing ; men would be angels,

passed

some

by without

even a

of the school books

say, and are often represented as such, in school reports —except

I

teachers ; (we guess they come as near

to it as any

body say in the

summer. )

Then it follows as a matter of regular sequence that the children
are dear little angels in every thing appertaining.
On this subject, the imagination “goes a great way,”; other folks’ geese may
be swans—why not as well as ours—nor need we imagine our neighbor‘s ox to be always hooking our “ Devon.” There will be changes,
She may take her turn with a “horn” next; children under

our

observation are well enough—they are not all alike ; we do not expect so to find them; in the “ rudiments,” they are to be gently dealt
with, enticed, and encouraged, and their books made pleasant and
attractive by varied instructive expedients. We live in a fast gener- ©
ation ; our little ones snuff the breeze, and soon “spread themselves.”
The torrent which cannot be controlled, may be directed, and often,
by good engineering, to some valuable purpose. Our perceptions are
fully alive to the tendencies of the times ; and a very careless observer of the world at large, or at home, cannot but remark that there
are no new paths to honors or fame, or true greatness, or merit. The
The characteristics of our day are personal independence of speech
and action; scorn of many of the conventional distinctions of former
days; a spirit of self-reliance and general fastness, which developes
itself early in the young. Where is our safety, except in the common school? Foster it, raise its standard, and improve and increase
its attractions and advantages by every laudable means.
Each District has already done much, yet much remains to do.—
Something must be done every year, otherwise we shall become, even

as the subject of that well known declaration,

‘ thirty years behind

the times,” truly a very disagreable predicament ; but as every thing
good may be made better, we do not entirely despair of the present,
or rising generation. Rome was not built in a day ; men do not be
come very good nor very bad “all of a sudden.”—-even the Priests
and Elders of olden times were subject to infirmities and frailties of
the flesh, and there are a ‘few more left, of the same sort, in these

our days.” In affairs of children, schools and teachers, we know that
parents have many real troubles, perplexities, and vexations, and if
they were not possessed of many christian virtues, and great powers
of endurance, they “could not live.” Every heart ought to know,
and does know, its own sorrows best, but those of our most popular

and devoted teachers are neither few nor small.
Our County Commissioner, Mr. Hoitt, was, from a concatination of
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fortuitous circumstances, such as want of time, previous engagementd
misdirections, &c. able only to make us a sort of flying visit, .

to each school. This we much regretted, as.from his well known
personal experience and popular success, as a common school teacher,
and his extensive observation, we had hoped to derive much useful”
instruction. Inthe evening he gave+us a lecture, which was very
well attended, and listened to with apparent satisfaction; subject “the
wants and deficiences of our common schools, generally, & their remedies.” Great depredations, mostly imaginary, however, are alledged
to be committed in the immediate neighborhood of ‘school houses, all®
through want of adequate and necessary play-grounds. Order sho
be no less the first law of

the school-house than of heaven;

and

is much easier to. preserve it where the whole lineof duty is pleasat
attractive,

useful,

and

convenient,

than

amid

misdirected

—

tempts at economy which oftentimes control the popular passso
I would beg leave to .renew to your consideration the subject of
High,

or Graded School, which has heretofore been repeatedly refe™™

ed to by “illustious predecessors.”
The practicability, and proriety of a changein some of our school relations, deserves particu-'
taeconsideration.

Our town is well’ situated

and convenient

for a

graded, or high school, as it may be styled. The Town House is cen-

trally situated, and can be readily converted to that purpose, Ready
made seats and desks, and those of the most approved pattern and

best workmanship, can be obtained at any time.

Dispense with male

teachers altogether, but at this school, and here have a good one, if
if such are. not fabulous; raise the standard of requirements of female teachers, and adhere to that standard, or else ‘perish in the last

ditch;’ look to their common sense requirements, as well as their mere

book-knowledge.
Let the boundaries of each District remain as they now

are,

I am

not aware of any need ot change in this particular that could facilitate
an arrangement like this suggested. Each may be allowed to contribute, or be assessed its proportionate share for the support of the centre school, the admittance to this to be governed by some. slight restrictions in reference to acquirements and capacity for improvement.
By this sort of harmonizing the extremes, or some other similar plan

_ to accomplish the same great end—our united means would command
the services of a good man, and modern, as Principle, and one equal
and ready for every emergency of his calling.
The Printers, inform me, they have no Chinese interpreter, and
the “fathers,” politely hint this may

T’'ll close this Report.
¥

be some

:
§. PARSONS TUCKE,

Kensington

March

2, 1853.
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